2010 Cabernet Sauvignon

Proudly Grown, Produced and Bottled on our Santa Ynez Valley estate
Overview

“King Cab” is our most age-worthy varietal
wine, with great structure and tannins
which continue to meld with time in the
bottle. Enjoy with a juicy Steak, grilled
vegetable brochettes and aged hard cheeses.
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Blend

100% Cabernet Sauvignon

Specs

13.3% Alcohol, 3.54 pH, 6.6 g/L acidity

Production

295 cases bottled in-house May 2013
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In the Vineyard
As with all the vines at Buttonwood, the cabernet sauvignon is on its own roots and cane pruned in its
neat 5x12 rows. Running north to south, these 30-year old vines produce lanky clusters with berries that
are quite petite for cabernet, giving us a high skin to juice ratio that results in deep color and great
natural tannins.
The Vintage
While the early stages of growth started out just fine (bud break, flowering, grape set), we kept waiting
for summer to arrive. Cool, cloudy conditions throughout May, June and July delayed veraison and
ripening. Just when we thought it would stay forever springtime weather, a four day triple-digit heat
spike toward the end of August brought ripening back on schedule and we picked Cab October 28-30.
Winemaking
Twice daily pumpovers of the de-stemmed grapes included délestage (rack and return), designed to
soften the tannic structure of the wine. The wine aged in barrel (20% new French oak) until July of 2011,
when a barrel selection for the Cabernet Sauvignon varietal bottling was made. The selected barrels
were blended together and returned to barrel. A second racking was completed in July of 2012, and a
month later the un-fined wine was cross-flow filtered and then bottled. Vegan.
Tasting Notes
Rich and robust, well-structured and spicy with dark fruit character. A swirl releases classic savory
aromas of sage,
, anise, tobacco leaf and currants, interspersed with vanilla bean and graphite.
Fine-grained tannins, bright boysenberry-like acidity and a spicy palate of blackberry and cocoa merge
with lingering reminders of blackcurrant and sandalwood.
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