2013 Grenache-Syrah

Proudly Grown, Produced and Bottled on our Santa Ynez Valley estate
Overview

Our “Côtes du Buttonwood” Rhône blend - a
harmonious marriage of estate Grenache
and Syrah. The lighter-bodied style makes
this blend a natural partner for rich and
savory dishes - curry anyone?
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Blend

60% Grenache, 40% Syrah

Specs

13.6% Alcohol, 3.61 pH, 6.6g/L acidity

Production

188 cases bottled in-house August 2015
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the VINeyard
About 2 acres of Syrah sits on the edge of our mesa vineyard and receives a daily, predictable dose of
wind from the Pacific due to the transverse nature of the Santa Ynez Valley. The 1 acre of Grenache is
planted in a more protected swale in the heart of the vineyard, and like the Syrah marches east to west.
Both are some of the later ripening varietals in the vineyard, enjoying a long hang time on the vine from
budbreak to harvest.
The Vintage
Fast, furious, bountiful and beautiful! A record early start in August, warm and even temperatures
throughout the growing season, and short-lived heat spikes in the summer months resulted in early seed
ripening, beautiful stem lignification and superb balance of flavor. An exciting and exceptional vintage.
Winemaking
The Grenache and Syrah were made identically, but separately. Each were de-stemmed, cold soaked for a
few days to extract color and loveliness from the skins and then both inoculated with GRE (grenache)
yeast. Once dry, the young wines were racked to a combination of French and Eastern European barrels,
about 15% of which were new. A blend of 60% Grenache and 40% Syrah was determined to be a delicious
and approachable cuvée,and put back to barrel to integrate. No fining was deemed necessary. Vegan.
Tasting Notes
Led by the charming Grenache, with its floral perfume and delicate red berry profile and married with
,
Syrah’s structure
and spice. Bright and fruity with a burst of boysenberry, ripe plums, sweet herbs, and
baking spices that finish with an underlying minerality.
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